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Fabric Topology Designs

Small-Med
SAN

(~100  Ports)

Med-Large
SAN

(~400 Ports)

Enterprise
SAN

(~1000s Ports)

“Standard Topologies” & 
“Rules Based Topologies”

• 20 Switch SAN Topologies

~300/~600 Total Ports
200/400 Device Ports

• 20 Switch Backbone SAN Topology

“Defined” 
Configurations • 4 Switch SANs

52/104 Usable Ports
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SAN Topology Scalability
(For All Topologies)

Migration

Cascaded Convert to Meshed, Ring or Tree
Meshed Convert to Ring or Tree
Ring Convert to Meshed or Tree
Tree

• Increase the number of switches
• Use higher port count switches
• Deploy multiple fabrics
• Transition to a different topology Add additional backbone switches
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SAN Topology Scalability
(For All Topologies)

Migration

Cascaded Convert to Meshed, Ring or Tree
Meshed Convert to Ring or Tree
Ring1 Convert to Meshed or Tree
Tree

• Increase the number of switches
• Use higher port count switches
• Deploy multiple fabrics
• Transition to a different topology Add additional backbone switches
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